
 

September 2014 Newsletter #1 
See below for information you can use! 
 

Events to Attend 

News You Can Use 

Meet The Public Charter School 

Commission  Members!!! 

 
Idaho Public Charter School Commission Announcing Move!! 
 
The PCSC office has moved!  They are now located about two blocks in 
the Borah Building at 8th and Bannock in downtown Boise.  (For those 
familiar with the city, this is the building with the downtown Post Office 
on the first floor.)  Our phone numbers, fax, and email addresses 
remain unchanged, but please make note of our new mailing address: 
 
Public Charter School Commission 
Borah Building 
304 N 8th St, Rm 242 
Boise, ID 83702 
 



 

They also have a new administrative assistant, Lorrie Byerly.  Please feel 
free to contact Lorrie anytime the office can be of help, including 
questions about scheduling/attending meetings or submitting 
documents.  Lorrie’s phone number is (208) 332-1561, and her email 
address is lorraine.byerly@osbe.idaho.gov.  
 
In other news, program manager, Alison Henken, will shortly be moving 
on to another position within the Office of the State Board of 
Education.  The open program manager position is now posted at  
https://labor.idaho.gov/DHR/ATS/StateJobs/jobannouncement.aspx?an
nouncement_no=NONCLS091573; if you know of someone who may be 
interested and meets the minimum qualifications, please feel free to 
forward them this link. 
 
Information Provided by Tamara L. Baysinger 
Director, Public Charter School Commission 
(208) 332-1583 
 
 
 
 

READ ALL ABOUT IT--IMPORTANT AND FUN 
EVENTS FOR YOU TO ATTEND!!!! 
The Coalition of Idaho Charter School Families 
invites you to attend one or more of the following 
events. 

mailto:lorraine.byerly@osbe.idaho.gov
https://labor.idaho.gov/DHR/ATS/StateJobs/jobannouncement.aspx?announcement_no=NONCLS091573
https://labor.idaho.gov/DHR/ATS/StateJobs/jobannouncement.aspx?announcement_no=NONCLS091573


 

 
The Coalition is co-hosting the following events for 
Charter Schools around the state!! Take a LOOK! 
 

You can register on the Coalition Website 

or on the IDVA Website or In Person at the 

Event.) 

 

North Idaho IDVA Back to School Picnic 

Date and Time: 09/05/2014 - 10:00am -

 12:00pm 

Location: McEuen Park 

Address: 420 E Front Street, Coeur 

d'Alene, ID 

 

Join us for a celebration to begin the 

school year! 

 

http://www.k12.com/idva/event/north-idaho-idva-back-school-picnic


 

Families are encouraged to bring their 

own picnic lunches.  

 

The Coalition will have a table and 

information on how to help keep Charter 

Schools a Vital part of Idaho’s Educational  

Landscape! 

 

This beautiful park needs to be explored, 

so there will not be any formal activities 

planned except to mingle with the families 

and explore! 

We will have: 

 Information on the State of Charter 

Schools in Idaho. 

 Invitation to join the Coalition of Idaho 

Charter School Families  



 

 

McEuen Park 

http://www.cdaid.org/751/departments/par

ks/all-parks/mceuen-park  

 

Watch for the Coalition Banner!  

 
 
 
 

  NEWS YOU CAN USE!!  
 
GOVERNOR’S RACE: TWO DIVERGENT VIEWS ON 
EDUCATION by KEVIN RICHERT, AUGUST 22, 2014 

 
Gov. Butch Otter says Idaho is on a continuing 
“journey to education excellence.” 
 
His Democratic opponent, A.J. Balukoff, called Idaho’s 
bottom-ranked per-pupil spending “downright 
shameful.” 

http://www.cdaid.org/751/departments/parks/all-parks/mceuen-park%C2%A0
http://www.cdaid.org/751/departments/parks/all-parks/mceuen-park%C2%A0
http://www.idahoednews.org/author/kevin-richert/
http://www.idahoednews.org/2014/08/22/
http://www.ajforidaho.com/


 

 
Gov. Butch Otter 
That’s the split that was underscored Thursday. 
In a guest opinion sent to Idaho newspapers, 
and posted on his state website, Otter hailed the work 
of his education reform task force. 
 
“The product of their work was a slate of 20 visionary 
recommendations that now serve as our path forward 
on improving education,” said Otter. “It is the first 
time in Idaho history that we have a school 
improvement plan supported by teachers, 
administrators, patrons, the business community, and 
leaders of both political parties.” 

http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/press/pr2014/8%20August/pr_49.html
http://www.idahoednews.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Otter-square-e1408727394272.jpg


 

 
Specifically, Otter cited a new tiered licensure plan — 
but this proposal does not have unanimous backing, 
and has drawn fire from the Idaho Education 
Association and some teachers. He also said Idaho is 
on track to “replenish” school operations funding, cut 
during the recession, and said the state is on a path to 
enhance classroom technology. “We are poised to 
build on our success in providing dedicated 
broadband Internet access for every Idaho high 
school — opening up a world of connectivity for our 
students, particularly those in rural and underserved 
areas.” 

 

http://www.idahoednews.org/news/state-board-advances-tiered-licensure/
http://www.idahoednews.org/news/state-board-advances-tiered-licensure/
http://www.idahoednews.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Balukoff-square-e1408727353749.jpg


 

A.J. Balukoff 
 
In a fundraising email Thursday, Balukoff painted a 
distinctly different picture. 
 
The crux of the email focuses on school funding 
issues — the spate of smaller school districts 
resorting to four-day school schedules, pay-to-play 
athletics, lost music and art programs and 
overcrowded classrooms. 
 
“The Idaho Constitution requires a 
general, uniform and thorough system of public, free 
common schools. Education in Idaho is anything but 
uniform,” says Balukoff. “The only way to change that 
is by voting out the top decision makers. Not only is 
our dead last standing in the country for investment in 
education unacceptable, it’s downright shameful.” 
Balukoff touted his 17 years’ experience on the Boise 
School Board — and his opposition to Propositions 1, 
2 and 3, overturned by voters in 2012. 
 
The exchange came 75 days before the Nov. 4 general 
election. 



 

 
 
LAWMAKERS WILL DISCUSS ENDOWMENT 
RETURNS 

 KEVIN RICHERT 
 AUGUST 25, 2014 

 
Is Idaho getting an adequate return on its state 
endowment lands? 
 
An “interim committee” of 11 legislators will discuss 
that issue Thursday. 
 
The Endowment Asset Issues committee will meet 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. in Room EW 42, on the 
Statehouse’s garden level. 
 
The endowment return issue affects several 
beneficiaries — most notably K-12. Public schools 
receive $31.3 million a year from the endowment, 
about two-thirds of the state’s total payments. 
The interim committee’s agenda includes an overview 
on the state’s endowment lands and other assets. 
Lawmakers will also hear two “perspectives” on the 

http://www.idahoednews.org/author/kevin-richert/
http://www.idahoednews.org/2014/08/25/
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/land-board/lb/documents-long-term/FY14-Beneficiary-Distributions-by-school-district.pdf
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/land-board/lb/documents-long-term/FY14-Beneficiary-Distributions-by-school-district.pdf
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2014/interim/140828_endw_other_meet_time-Agenda.pdf


 

state’s endowment legal authority — one from former 
Attorney General David Leroy, and one from current 
deputy attorney general Clive Strong. 
The endowment assets committee is not to be 
confused with a second legislative interim committee 
looking at a related issue: demanding state 
management of federal lands. The committee studying 
that issue began meeting a year ago, and is due to 
make its recommendations to the 2015 Legislature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charter Schools Perform in Majority of Top Ten for 
Idaho’s SAT School Day 
By Katrina Johnson 
August 20, 2014 
Students from Idaho’s small charter schools should 
be proud, as their average test scores from the 2014 

http://www.idahoednews.org/news/public-lands-panel-wont-report-until-2015/
http://www.idahoednews.org/news/public-lands-panel-wont-report-until-2015/
http://idahocsn.org/school-news/charter-schools-perform-in-top-ten-for-idahos-sat-school-day/
http://idahocsn.org/school-news/charter-schools-perform-in-top-ten-for-idahos-sat-school-day/


 

Idaho SAT School Day dominated the top ten scores. 
The SAT separates scores into groups according to 
the number of registered eleventh graders. Of the 
schools with 11-100 registered juniors, charter 
schools make up the majority of the upper portion of 
the first quartile of average scores. 
Nine of the top ten average school scores in Critical 
Reading are from charter schools. Six and eight of the 
top ten average scores from the Mathematics and 
Writing categories, respectively, are also from charter 
schools. Coeur D’Alene Charter Academy and 
Compass Public Charter School are numbers one and 
two, respectively, in each testing category. Victory 
Charter School, Meridian Technical Charter High 
School, and Idaho Distance Education Academy make 
the top ten in all three categories, as well. 
Top 10 Average Scores – Junior Enrollment 11-100 
1.  Coeur d’Alene Charter Academy: 1,818 
2. Compass Public Charter School: 1,663 
3. Victory Charter School: 1,588 
4. Xavier Charter School: 1,566 
5. Idaho Distance Education Academy: 1,564 
6. Meridian Technical Charter High School: 1,558 
7. Kootenai Junior-Senior High School: 1,526 



 

8. North Star Charter School: 1521 
9. McCall-Donnelly High School: 1517 
10. Garden Valley High School: 1512 
(Underlined Schools are Charters) 
 
Charter Schools in Idaho and Nationwide are More 
Cost Effective Compared to Traditional Public Schools 
by ICSN on July 22, 2014 
 
The first national study on the cost effectiveness and 
return on investment charter schools was released 
today by the University of Arkansas. Their report, The 
Productivity of Public Charter Schools, finds that 
charter schools are more cost effective than 
traditional public schools. This report builds on 
the Charter School Funding: Inequity Expands report 
by the University of Arkansas released in April which 
showed charter schools in the 30 states studied 

http://idahocsn.org/author/icsn/
http://www.uaedreform.org/downloads/2014/07/the-productivity-of-public-charter-schools.pdf
http://www.uaedreform.org/downloads/2014/07/the-productivity-of-public-charter-schools.pdf
http://www.uaedreform.org/wp-content/uploads/charter-funding-inequity-expands.pdf


 

receive $3,814 (28.4 percent) less in funding than 

traditional public schools.  
The report looks at two measures to compare financial 
input with academic and long-term results. The first 
measure examined cost effectiveness by comparing 
per pupil funding to National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) scores for both charter 
and district schools. The second measure examined 
the return on investment by comparing learning gains 
developed over time to an estimate of economic 
return over a students’ lifetime. 
For every $1,000 invested, public charter school 
students earned a weighted average of an additional 
17 points in math and 16 additional points in reading 
on NAEP assessments compared to traditional public 
school students – showing charters nationwide to be 
40 percent more cost effective. In some cities, such as 



 

Washington, D.C. this percentage gap reached more 
than 100 percent. 
For long-term gains, public charter schools delivered 
a three percent increase in lifetime economic gains for 
a student who attends a charter school for one year 
and a 19 percent increase for a student who attends 
for half of their K-12 education (6.5 years). 
States fell into two categories of cost 
effectiveness, higher NAEP scores with lower costs or 
the same or slightly lower NAEP results with 
significantly lower cost. Idaho’s charter schools 
preformed higher in reading and lower in math 
compared to its traditional schools on the report’s 
adjusted NAEP scores. The previous Inequality 
Expands report showed that Idaho’s charters get 25.8 
percent less per pupil funding which made them more 
cost effective than Idaho’s traditional public schools. 
Idaho’s charter schools were found to be 42.88 
percent more cost effective in math and 44 percent 
more cost effective in reading. 
The report briefly looked at the number of free-and-
reduced price students enrolled at charter and 
traditional schools. Idaho was one of two states who 
did not report all FRL figures. Idaho charter schools, 

http://www.uaedreform.org/wp-content/uploads/charter-funding-inequity-expands.pdf
http://www.uaedreform.org/wp-content/uploads/charter-funding-inequity-expands.pdf


 

as well as smaller school districts, often choose not to 
collect or report any FRL numbers to the state. With 
the numbers available traditional schools were shown 
to enroll more FRL students. 
Click here to read The Productivity of Public Charter 
Schools. 
About Public Charter Schools 
Public charter schools are independent, public, and 
tuition-free schools that are given the freedom to be 
more innovative while being held accountable for 
advancing student achievement. Since 2010, all but 
one independent research study has found that 
students in charter schools do better in school than 
their traditional school peers. For example, one study 
by the Center for Research on Education Outcomes at 
Stanford University found that charter schools do a 
better job teaching low income students, minority 
students, and students who are still learning English 
than traditional schools. Separate studies by the 
Center for Reinventing Public Education and 
Mathematica Policy Research have found that charter 
school students are more likely to graduate from high 
school, go on to college, stay in college and have 
higher earnings in early adulthood. 

http://www.uaedreform.org/downloads/2014/07/the-productivity-of-public-charter-schools.pdf
http://www.uaedreform.org/downloads/2014/07/the-productivity-of-public-charter-schools.pdf


 

 

National Support for Charter 

Schools Ticks Up in New Poll 
7 in 10 Americans favor charter schools 
8/20/2014 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new PDK/Gallup 

poll released today reveals that support 

for charter schools has ticked up to 70 

percent in 2014 – up from 68 percent in 

2013. The poll also found that a majority 

of Americans believe students at public 

charter schools receive a better education 

than students at other public schools. 

“It is great to see more Americans voicing 

their support for public charter schools,” 

said National Alliance for Public Charter 

http://pdkintl.org/noindex/PDK_Poll_46.pdf


 

Schools President and CEO Nina Rees. 

“With more than 6,400 schools serving 2.5 

million students, public charter schools 

are playing an increasing role in our 

nation’s education system and it is 

encouraging to see support continue to 

rise.” 

The 46
th

 Annual PDK/Gallup Poll of the 

Public’s Attitudes Towards the Public 

Schools also revealed that many surveyed 

“misunderstand charter schools, believing 

that they can charge tuition and admit 

students based on ability, and nearly half 

believe they can also teach religion.” 

Public charter schools do not charge 

tuition, cannot admit students based on 

ability, and are not allowed to teach 



 

religion. To help set the record straight, 

the National Alliance recently released a 

report, Separating Fact and Fiction: What 

You Need to Know About Public Charter 

Schools. To help more Americans get the 

facts about charter schools, the group has 

launched a four-week series addressing some of the 

most common myths. 

“We are concerned that more than 20 

years after the first public charter school 

opened their doors, many still 

misunderstand the nature of public 

charter schools,” continued Rees. “We will 

continue to do our part to help inform 

families across the country of both the 

facts and benefits of high-quality public 

charter schools.” 

http://www.publiccharters.org/press/fact-fiction/
http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Separating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Separating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Separating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf


 

To learn more about the Truth About 

Charters campaign and find a copy of the 

paper, 

visit publiccharters.org/TruthAboutCharter

s or join the conversation on social media 

using the hashtag #TruthAboutCharters. 

About Public Charter Schools 

Public charter schools are independent, 

public, and tuition-free schools that are 

given the freedom to be more innovative 

while being held accountable for 

advancing student achievement. Since 

2010, all but one independent research 

study has found that students in charter 

schools do better in school than their 

traditional school peers. For example, one 

study by the Center for Research on 

http://www.publiccharters.org/truthaboutcharters/
http://www.publiccharters.org/truthaboutcharters/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Truthaboutcharters?src=hash


 

Education Outcomes at Stanford 

University found that charter schools do a 

better job teaching low income students, 

minority students, and students who are 

still learning English than traditional 

schools. Separate studies by the Center 

for Reinventing Public Education and 

Mathematica Policy Research have found 

that charter school students are more 

likely to graduate from high school, go on 

to college, stay in college and have higher 

earnings in early adulthood. 

About the National Alliance for Public 

Charter Schools 

The National Alliance for Public Charter 

Schools is the leading national nonprofit 

organization committed to advancing the 



 

public charter school movement. Our 

mission is to lead public education to 

unprecedented levels of academic 

achievement by fostering a strong charter 

sector. For more information, please visit 

our website at www.publiccharters.org. 

 

New Report Sets the Record Straight on 

Public Charter Schools 

8/11/2014 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today the National 

Alliance for Public Charter Schools 

released a new report based on 

independent research, facts, and figures 

to address several myths commonly 

perpetuated by charter school 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=iJ2McaK%2Ft8vn3%2B5NEQI7exoapotLDPSK&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=F3D1s2ZUfak0aqLmzOflhD9tidzpi72%2F&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf


 

critics. Separating Fact and Fiction: What 

You Need to Know about Charter 

Schools looks at inaccurate criticisms and 

addresses those claims by pulling 

together data from more than 37 sources. 

“Despite significant support from both the 

public as well as bipartisan leaders across 

our country, critics continue to make 

inaccurate claims about public charter 

schools,” said Nina Rees, National 

Alliance President and CEO. “It is time we 

have an honest conversation about the 

ways public charter schools have 

continued to help our nation’s students 

and that we set the record straight on the 

truth about charter schools.” 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bIXh5O46aYrkkjoCb72iQpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bIXh5O46aYrkkjoCb72iQpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bIXh5O46aYrkkjoCb72iQpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf


 

The paper refutes several unfounded 

claims by explaining and further clarifying 

that: 

 Charter schools are public schools and 

held to the same academic standards 

that all public schools are required to 

meet; 

 Charter schools enroll more students of 

color and from low-income backgrounds 

than traditional public schools; 

 There is no significant difference in the 

percentage of English Learners served 

by traditional and public charter 

schools; and 



 

 Public charter school students do better 

academically than their traditional 

school peers. 

“Public charter schools across the country 

are working hard day after day to serve 

their students,” continued Rees. “We are 

proud of the work they do and the 

opportunities they have brought – and will 

continue to bring – to millions of our 

nation’s children.” 

Over the next four weeks, the National 

Alliance for Public Charter Schools will 

address four myths about charter schools 

via email blasts and on their website 

at publiccharters.org/TruthAboutCharters 

and on social media with the 

hashtag #truthaboutcharters. 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=9%2BgtWEHBMyt1BvVVBCczL5Xmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Ftruthaboutcharters%2F
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QvD8toBYEfLyoMMk5RRdhZXmnd4KeRbV&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fsearch%3Ff%3Drealtime%26q%3D%23truthaboutcharters%26src%3Dtypd


 

Click here to read more about these and 

other facts about public charter schools 

in Separating Fact and Fiction: What You 

Need to Know about Charter Schools.  

About Public Charter Schools 

Public charter schools are independent, 

public, and tuition-free schools that are 

given the freedom to be more innovative 

while being held accountable for 

advancing student achievement. Since 

2010, all but one independent research 

study has found that students in charter 

schools do better in school than their 

traditional school peers. For example, one 

study by the Center for Research on 

Education Outcomes at Stanford 

University found that charter schools do a 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FiuvgHIzJauy3MYfH8eZpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FiuvgHIzJauy3MYfH8eZpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FiuvgHIzJauy3MYfH8eZpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FiuvgHIzJauy3MYfH8eZpXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiccharters.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2FSeparating-Fact-from-Fiction.pdf


 

better job teaching low income students, 

minority students, and students who are 

still learning English than traditional 

schools. Separate studies by the Center 

for Reinventing Public Education and 

Mathematica Policy Research have found 

that charter school students are more 

likely to graduate from high school, go on 

to college, stay in college and have higher 

earnings in early adulthood. 

About the National Alliance for Public 

Charter Schools 

The National Alliance for Public Charter 

Schools is the leading national nonprofit 

organization committed to advancing the 

public charter school movement. Our 

mission is to lead public education to 



 

unprecedented levels of academic 

achievement by fostering a strong charter 

sector. For more information, please visit 

our website at www.publiccharters.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet The Public Charter School Commission 
Members!!! 
 
The Public Charter School Commission’s mission is 
to ensure PCSC-authorized public charter schools’ 
compliance with Idaho statute, protecting student and 
public interests by balancing high standards of 
accountability with respect for the autonomy of public 
charter schools and implementing best authorizing 
practices to ensure the excellence of public charter 
school options available to Idaho families. 
 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=D55xlnY1hXPS852g%2FauofZXmnd4KeRbV&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwfc2.wiredforchange.com%2Fdia%2Ftrack.jsp%3Fv%3D2%26c%3DiJ2McaK%252Ft8vn3%252B5NEQI7exoapotLDPSK%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.publiccharters.org


 

Commissioners serve four-year terms. There is one 
position (Nick Hallett) whose term expires this year.  
The appointing official for this replacement will be the 
Speaker of the House, Representative Scott Bedke 
from Albion.  
 
If you know of a potential replacement, please let us 
know. (email to janewitt@q.com) and we will forward 
the name to the appropriate person. 
 

 

 
Alan Reed, Chairman 
Idaho Falls 
Term Expires: 2014 
Alan Reed served on the Idaho Falls District 91 School 
Board from 1994 through 2003. For seven of those 
years, he served as chairman. He attended Ricks 
College and University of Idaho at University Place in 
Idaho Falls. 



 

Reed is the president and co-owner of Reed's Dairy in 
Idaho Falls, which is a milking, bottling and sales 
company that manufactures ice cream and cheese. 
Reed has shipped his specialty dairy products 
nationwide and to Japan. He was born and raised in 
Idaho Falls and married his high school sweetheart, 
Holly. They have four children, all educated in District 
91. 
   

 

 
Gayle O’Donahue, Vice Chair 
Meridian 
Term Expires: 2016 
Since graduating from Eastern Washington University 
with a degree in organizational and mass 
communications, Gayle O’Donahue has spent more 
than 20 years in corporate communications and 
education public relations. Her career has included 
such positions as communications director for the 



 

College of Idaho and communications and marketing 
director for Northwest Nazarene University. 
O’Donahue is a founder and one of the original board 
members of Victory Charter School. 
For the past several years, O’Donahue has balanced 
time between her family and community relations 
positions at Liberty Charter School and Victory 
Charter School while continuing work at NNU. She is 
proud that Idaho families now have a wide range of 
educational opportunities including traditional public 
schools, private schools, home schooling, and public 
charter schools. 
 

 

 
Nick Hallett   Term Expires: 2014 Rupert 
Term Expires: 2014 
Nick Hallett was one of the founders of ARTEC 
Regional Professional Technical Charter School and 
served as its director/principal for three years. He 



 

earned a Masters degree from University of Oregon 
and doctorate from University of Idaho. His 
experience includes public school teaching, university 
teaching and administration, and traditional school 
administration as principal and superintendent. As an 
enthusiastic advocate of school choice he has 
promoted traditional, charter, home, and private 
schools. 
 
Dr. Hallett is currently teaching education 
administration classes for University of Idaho, serving 
in Twin Falls and Pocatello districts as capacity 
builder in school improvement projects, and 
consulting as a grant writer and school reform 
resource. He lives in Rupert, Idaho where he spends a 
great deal of time in outdoor pursuits including 
fishing, hunting, gardening, and snowboarding with 
the Pomerelle ski patrol. 
  

 



 

 
Brian Scigliano 
Boise 
Term Expires: 2016 
After graduating from Boston Colleges School of 
Management, Brian Scigliano has spent the last 
twenty-five years in financial services.  He relocated 
his practice and his family to the Treasure Valley in 
1998.  Being the child of two dedicated educators, a 
father of seven, and grandfather of five, he has been a 
vocal supporter of educational choices for families.   
Mr. Scigliano currently serves on the board of the 
Children’s Home Society of Idaho, and the Idaho 
Human Rights Commission.  He lives in Boise with his 
wife and daughter. 
  

 



 

 
Wanda Quinn 
Term Expires: 2015 
Wanda Quinn received her Bachelors of Science from 
University of Washington, Masters In Education from 
University of Idaho and Juris Doctorate from Gonzaga 
Law School. Wanda’s involvement with K-12 
education includes; 12 years on the Coeur d’Alene 
School District Board of Trustees,  Past President of 
the Idaho School Board Association and Co-Founder 
of EXCEL Foundation. Her community involvement 
includes serving on the boards of the Coeur d’Alene 
Chamber of Commerce and Coeur d’Alene Rotary; 
member of the Idaho Community Foundation 
Panhandle Leadership Committee. She currently 
serves as Program Development Specialist for 
University of Idaho Coeur d’ Alene. 

 



 

 
Esther Van Wart 
Pocatello 
Term Expires: 2015 
Esther Van Wart is a widow and mother of eight 
children and grandmother of fifteen. She values the 
importance of a family and appreciates the many 
opportunities she has had to ensure the safety and 
education of children. She was born on an Air Force 
base in Alabama and has traveled the world before 
graduating from Ramey Air Force Base High School 
on Ramey Air Force Base in Puerto Rico. She 
attended the Air Force Base Inter American University 
and majored in psychology. She has served on the 
Pocatello community Governing Board as secretary, 
vice chair and then as the chair, facilitating the loan to 
acquire a new building. She helped form the Family 
Advisory council and worked on the accountability 
team for the charter school’s charter renewal. Esther 
has also served in many capacities in traditional 



 

public schools giving her a wide range of experience. 
She has also served on the School District 25 school 
board. Her career has included manager of United 
Way’s Success By 6 initiative which promoted the 
early learning of children and the program manager 
for a large corporation. She has dedicated her life to 
serving the community through causes such as Relay 
for Life, All on the Same Page, early childhood 
learning programs, food drives, the promotion of 
meeting the needs of families and the Head Start 
Policy council. Esther Van Wart has served on many 
women’s organizations and has been a public speaker 
and peer counselor for abused women. She continues 
to contribute her time in furthering the cause of 
children and families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those readers that have read this far, I want you to 
do one more thing—that being contacting me 



 

Jane Wittmeyer, Manager of the Coalition at 
janewitt@q.com and tell me if you like this Newsletter 
and how we can improve it! Thank You! 
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